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Moreover, though their assessment is sometimes wrong, it is more
often right. Our dharma today is to serve the country in a non-
violent and truthful manner. All of us should contribute our
share of service, while maintaining an indifference towards the
resulting praise or blame.

THE VOLUNTEER'S DHARMA

A volunteer writes as follows:1

I have omitted from this letter portions dealing with certain
facts. The caution is quite relevant. The purpose of the corres-
pondent is to state that we should not be greedy and that we
should do nothing which might go against the responsibility which
has been entrusted to us. We should have nothing to do with the
private affairs of our host. Where is the room for a personal
connection when the relationship is a public one ? Wherever
a volunteer happens to stay, he does so not because of any personal
friendship but only because of his work, and therefore regards the
place as a guest-house. Moreover, one who desires to be pure
always avoids meeting a woman when she is alone. This is the
dharma not only of the volunteer but also of a friend, a guest,
a dependent and of every man. No one should sleep near a
married couple's room. This is gentlemanly conduct. Unfortu-
nately, we do not have such facilities in our houses and we do
not have the habit of practising such discretion; however, there
can be no difference of opinion regarding the propriety and neces-
sity of taving a married couple's room away from those of others.
The volunteer should during his stay exercise great care wherever
such facilities do not exist and, if he finds this difficult he should
look for accommodation elsewhere,
[From Gujarati]

Jfavajivan, 26-7-1925
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